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CONFERENCE ON INNOVATIVE AND TRANSFORMATIONAL IDEAS TO 
IMPROVE THE DEVELOPMENT AND POLICY RESPONSE TO FORCED 

DISPLACEMENT 

- PARTICIPANT BIOS – 
June 4-5 & 7, 2019 

JORDAN PARTICIPANTS 

Dr. Rami Assasfah 

Assistant Professor of Sociology and Department Head for Sociology, Mutah University 

Dr. Rami Assasfah is an Assistant Professor of Sociology and serves as the Department Head for the 
Department of Sociology at Mutah University. Dr. Assasfah specializes in the field of criminology and his 
research focuses on the field of exclusion and social integration. Dr. Assasfah previously worked in the fields 
of social welfare with a focus on care for deviant children. Dr. Assasfah has taken additional courses 
specializing in communication, neuro-linguistic programming, family counselling, and criminal justice.   

E-mail: ramihabashnah@yahoo.com  

Dr. Qanita Bani Baker 

Associate Professor of Computer Science, Jordan University of Science and Technology  

Dr. Qanita Bani Baker is an Assistance Professor of Computer Science at Jordan University of Science and 
Technology (JUST). She received her Ph.D. in Computer Science from Utah State University in the USA in 
2015. Dr. Baker has worked at JUST since 2015 and she is currently the Assistant Dean of Student Affairs. Her 
research interests include problem optimization, capacity building, big data, bioinformatics, high 
performance computing, simulation and modeling, and evolutionary algorithms. Dr. Baker is currently 
conducting several studies in optimizing bioinformatics and analyzing biomedical big data. Dr. Baker 
currently teaches classes in algorithms, artificial intelligence, bioinformatics, and advanced topics in 
bioinformatics at JUST. 

E-mail: qmbanibaker@just.edu.jo  

Dr. Mwaffaq Otoom 

Associate Professor of Computer Engineering, Yarmouk University      

Dr. Mwaffaq Otoom has been Director of the International Relations and Projects at Yarmouk University (YU) 
since September 2017. Dr. Otoom holds a Ph.D. (2012), a M.S. (2006), and a B.S. (2004) from Virginia Tech, 
Arizona State University, and Yarmouk University, respectively, all in Computer Engineering. Dr. Otoom is a 
member of IEEE, Jordan Engineers Association, American Society for Engineering Education, Eta Kappa Nu, 
Gamma Beta Phi Society, and Golden Key International Honour Society. He has been selected for Who’s 
Who Among American College Students in 2010 and for the International Visitor Leadership Program (IVLP), 
the U.S. Department of State's premier professional exchange program, in 2018.  Dr. Otoom is currently 
leading several international funded projects including: (1) Building Innovation Infrastructure via Technology 
Transfer Offices Conducted in Jordanian Higher Education Institutions (BITTCOIN-JO) (funded by Erasmus+ 
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CBHE programme); (2) Building Entrepreneurship Capacities for Syrian and Jordanian Higher Education 
Students in Northern Jordan (ENTREPRENEUR) (funded by Hopes-Madad programme); and (3) Structural 
Development Measures to Create Technology Transfer Offices in Jordanian Universities (SDMCT) (funded by 
the German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD)).  

E-mail: mof.otoom@yu.edu.jo  

Dr. Wael W. Al-Qassas 

Information Technology Faculty, Al Albayt University  

Dr. Al-Qassas holds a Ph.D. in Information Systems and a M.Sc. and B.Sc. in Computer Engineering. Dr. Wael 
Al-Qassas is currently working with Syrian refugees through the Partnership for Digital Learning and 
Increased Access Program (PADILEIA).  Dr. Al-Qassas has been primarily responsible for (i) designing the 
course syllabus and course material for two courses; (ii) teaching two groups of refugee students in the past 
two years; (iii) participating in preparing and publishing the online materials and train students on how to 
use the online recourses and (iv) training other participants in the PADILEIA program.  He is also the 
Graduation Projects Coordinator for B.Sc. students in the IT Department at Al Albayt University.  He conducts 
annual computer programming contests for university students in Jordan on a volunteer basis.  This includes 
coaching students on problem-solving algorithms and managing computer programming contests.     

E-mail: w_qassas@aabu.edu.jo  

Dr. Sukaina Alzyoud 

Dean of Deanship of Academic Development and International Outreach and Associate Professor, Hashemite 
University  

Dr. Sukaina Alzyoud is an active researcher, serving as a principal investigator on several projects in the field 
of community health.  Through her work in the area of tobacco smoking in Jordan, she gained a scientific 
understanding of the role of tobacco use (cigarette, amp, water pipe smoking) in both young adult and 
adolescent populations. Dr. Alzyoud translated this experience into assessing the problem of tobacco use, 
designing, and implementation to prevent and reduce tobacco use in vulnerable populations. She has 
published frequently on the subjects of water pipe use, dual tobacco use (i.e. use of both cigarettes and 
water pipe), the relationship between tobacco and religion, and the perception of health, cannabis use, and 
other risky behaviors. One of her most recent grants was funded through the American University of Beirut 
(AUB) to test the effectiveness of a water pipe smoking cessation intervention for Jordanian school students. 
Other recent projects include – (1) assessment of nicotine dependence among adult smokers co-funded by 
the University of Memphis; (2) assessment of the effect of seasonal changes on the frequency of Jordanian 
women’s water pipe smoking; and (3) assessment of nicotine dependence among adolescents who smoke 
water pipes funded by AUB and the Syrian Center for Tobacco Studies. 

E-mail:  sukaina-alzyoud@hu.edu.jo  
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Dr. Bassam Abu Karaki 

Dean of Student Affairs, Director of International Relations Department, and Associate Professor of Economics, 
Al-Hussein Bin Talal University 

Dr. Bassam Abu Karaki currently serves as the Dean of Student Affairs, Director of International Relations 
Department, and Associate Professor of Economics at Al-Hussein Bin Talal University. Dr. Karaki earned his 
B.A. in Economics from Jamia MIllia Islamia University (India), his M.A. in Economics from the University of 
Kanpur (India), and his Ph.D. from the University of Mumbai (India). Dr. Karaki was a recipient of the Erasmus 
Mundus PEACE II Project Scholarship and spent over a month in Santiago De Compostela, Spain. Dr. Karaki 
has served in various leadership and academia roles at the Jordanian Embassy, Ma’an College, Al-Balqa 
Applied University, and Al-Hussein Bin Talal University. His main research interests are external debt, 
economic growth, and economic development.  

E-mail: abukaraki@ahu.edu.jo  

Dr. Muddather Abu Karaki 

Professor of Political Science, Al-Hussein Bin Talal University 

Dr. Muddather Abu Karaki has served at Al-Hussein Bin Talal University (AHU) as head of the Department of 
Media and Strategic Studies and the Dean of the College of Arts. He has examined and supervised numerous 
M.A. and Ph.D. dissertations in the field of Political Science, Human Rights, and International Relations. Dr. 
Abu Karaki has published extensively on political ideology, human rights, international relations, and political 
crisis. His latest publications were on “Ideological Shifts in Political Translation” and “Instances of 
Contradiction in Speeches: An Empirical Study.” His research interests include Eurasian political studies, 
political ideology, political discourse, democracy, and human rights. 

E-mail: dr_muddather@yahoo.com  

Dr. Renad Abbadi 

Professor of Linguistics and Translation, Al-Hussein Bin Talal University  

Dr. Abbadi has served at Al-Hussein Bin Talal University (AHU) as Director of the Language Center, Head of 
the Department of English Language and Literature, and the Dean of the College of Arts. As a practitioner in 
Linguistics and English-Arabic translation and interpreting, Dr. Abbadi has worked and lectured at 
Universities in Australia and Spain on translation, culture, and political discourse analysis. Dr. Abbadi 
published on translation, discourse analysis, and cross-cultural pragmatics. Her latest co-authored 
publication was titled “Status and Power: A Comparative Study of Political Speech.” Her research interests 
include comparative rhetoric, language power, translation of political discourse, and cross-cultural 
linguistics. 

E-mail:  rabbadi@ahu.edu.jo  
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Dr. Khalid A. Kheirallah 

Associate Professor of Epidemiology, Department of Public Health and Community Medicine, School of 
Medicine, Jordan University of Science and Technology (JUST). 

Dr. Kheirallah's academic appointment at JUST started in August 2010 as an Assistant Professor. He was 
promoted to Associate Professor in June 2017. In 2016, Dr. Kheirallah served as Senior Biostatistician with 
the Virginia Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Services in Richmond, Virginia, USA. 
Between 2008 and 2010, he also served as a Senior Epidemiologist with the Virginia Department of Health.  
Dr. Kheirallah has published more than 15 articles that directly relate to public health issues in Jordan 
including waterpipe and cigarette smoking among youth and women. His research interests include refugee 
health that reflects on the Syrian refugee crises in Jordan. Dr. Kheirallah supervises graduate students at 
JUST Department of Public Health and mentors medical students conducting research projects. He directly 
participates in graduate and undergraduate courses related to research methods and conducting research in 
developing country settings. Dr. Kheirallah collaborates with clinicians at the JUST Teaching Hospital on 
converting hospital data into local evidence that is used to establish clinical guidelines.  

Dr. Kheirallah contributes to medical curriculum development at JUST and focuses on evidence-based 
medicine that directly relates to his research findings. Dr. Kheirallah earned his bachelor’s degree in 
Dentistry in 1999 and master’s degree in Epidemiology in 2001 from JUST before joining Tulane University 
School of Public Health and Tropical Medicine in 2003 where he earned his master’s and doctoral degrees in 
Epidemiology in 2008.  

E-mail:  kkheiral@gmail.com  

Dr. Hani Saoub 

Dean of the School of Agriculture, Professor of Agronomy, Department of Horticulture and Crop Science, 
University of Jordan 

Dr. Hani Saoub is a Professor of Agronomy at the Department of Horticulture and Crop Science, Faculty of 
Agriculture at the University of Jordan. He obtained his B.Sc. in Soils and Irrigation from the University of 
Jordan in 1981. Then he obtained his M.Sc. in Plant Production and Agronomy from the University of Jordan 
in 1984. Dr. Saoub earned a scholarship from the Australian Government to earn a Ph.D. in Agronomy and 
Management of Forage Crops. Dr. Saoub joined the University of Jordan as a full-time lecturer in 1994. 
Recently he has been working on improving forage crop production through different methods including the 
introduction of new types of forage crops and the use of non-traditional water for irrigating forage crops to 
increase productivity. Dr. Saoub is also interested in the effect of climate change on the agricultural sector in 
Jordan.  Dr. Saoub served as a consultant for the project entitled "Enabling Activities for the Preparation of 
Jordan's Second National Communication to the UNFCCC" funded by the UNDP in 2008. Activities from this 
project were used to teach students about the role of the agricultural sector in climate change. For example, 
Dr. Saoub taught a special topics M.Sc. course that emphasized the relationship between production of field 
crops and climate change. Dr. Saoub served as the head of the Horticulture and Crop Science Department 
for three years and the Vice Dean of the School of Agriculture for four years.  

E-mail: hanis@ju.edu.jo 
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EXTERNAL PARTICIPANTS  

Dr. Ahmad Al-Tarawnah 

Water and Sanitation Officer, Jordan Country Office, UNICEF 

Dr. Ahmad Al-Tarawnah currently serves in the role of Water and Sanitation Officer at UNICEF’s Jordan 
Country Office. Dr. Al-Tarawnah has more than 14 years of experience in program and project development, 
formulation and design, team leadership, business development, projects identification, appraisal, feasibility, 
procurement, bids preparations, and construction management in relation to numerous sectors. 
Achievements under the rule of Water and Sanitation Officer with UNICEF JCO include contribution to the 
construction of the water and wastewater infrastructure in the Refugee Camps, construction of WASH 
facilities for schools, and managing O&M for water and wastewater networks.  Experience records cover a 
diverse range of locations including USA, UAE and Jordan. Prior to Joining UNICEF, Dr. Al-Tarawnah worked 
in the construction business.  His duties included bid preparation and complete construction of schools and 
WASH facilities under the post of Civil/WASH Engineer with a Japanese emergency NGO. Before that, Dr. Al-
Tarawnah’s experience included completion of drainage research at Ohio University in the US and many 
other infrastructure construction projects in UAE.  

E-mail: aaltarawnah@unicef.org  

Dr. Ellen Hamilton 

Lead Urban Specialist, Middle East and North Africa Unit, Social, Urban, Rural and Resilience Global Practice, 
The World Bank Group 

Dr. Ellen Hamilton is a Lead Urban Specialist for the Middle East and North Africa Unit of the Social, Urban, 
Rural and Resilience Global Practice of the World Bank. She has two decades of experience leading analytical 
work and projects focusing on land and housing (affordable land/housing supply and demand, subsidies, 
tenure, urban growth, post-disaster housing reconstruction, land/housing and social inclusion, urban 
upgrading, brownfield reuse and urban planning). Her work on land and housing is complemented by broad 
experience with other aspects of urban development including regional development, municipal 
management, urban services, urban poverty, disaster-risk reduction, local economic development, cultural 
heritage, and green cities. She is particularly interested in the inter-linkages between land/housing and 
urban development. Her country experience includes Azerbaijan, Belize, Egypt, Ethiopia, Georgia, Honduras, 
Hungary, Jamaica, Jordan, Kyrgyz, Lithuania, Mexico, Pakistan, Panama, Peru, Russia, Saudi Arabia, Slovakia, 
United Arab Emirates, and West Bank and Gaza. She holds a Ph.D. in Geography from Columbia University 
and wrote her dissertation on housing and residential differentiation in Moscow. 

Email: ehamilton@worldbank.org 
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Dr. Mark Johnson 

Visiting Scholar, Department of Educational Policy Studies, University of Wisconsin-Madison and Fulbright 
Policy Specialist, U.S. Embassy in Amman, Jordan and Hashemite University 

Dr. Mark S. Johnson received his B.A. from the University of Wisconsin-Madison and M.A. and Ph.D. from 
Columbia University and the Harriman Institute. He was previously a tenured Associate Professor of History 
at Colorado College, and is now a visiting scholar in the Department of Educational Policy Studies at the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison, and a Fulbright Policy Specialist working with the U.S. Embassy in Amman, 
Jordan. He has done program evaluations and policy analyses for the U.S. Information Agency, the U.S. 
Department of State, the National Endowment for Democracy, the Carnegie Corporation of New York, the 
World Bank, the American Council of Learned Societies, the Open Society Foundations, and other public and 
private organizations. His research and teaching interests include the global history of education, 
contemporary global higher education, climate change and sustainability education, U.S. public diplomacy 
and international policy, and global perspectives on university teaching and learning.  

E-mail: mark.s.johnson@wisc.edu  

Dr. Jennifer Kushner 

Assistant Director for CALS Global, in the College of Agricultural and Life Sciences at the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison 

For the past 25 years, Dr. Kushner has led and evaluated US-based and global initiatives in agriculture, 
health, environment, energy, and community development. Her work focuses on systems approaches to 
addressing complex issues using organizational strategy, partnership development, and collective impact. 
From 2008-2010 she co-led a strategic planning initiative focused on water in the Middle East. 

Kushner holds an B.Ed. in Adult Education from National-Louis University, a master’s degree in Adult and 
Continuing Education, and a bachelor’s degree in Agricultural Sciences from UW-Madison. She is recognized 
for contributions in the areas of systems evaluation and interdisciplinary studies. She has worked in the 
public and private sectors, started and led several non-profits, served as an elected official, run her own 
consulting business, and is an avid outdoor enthusiast.   

E-mail: jennifer.kushner@wisc.edu  

Dr. Juan Manuel Moreno 

Senior Education Specialist, Department of Middle East and North America, World Bank 

Dr. Juan Manuel Moreno is Senior Education Specialist at the Department of Middle East and North Africa of 
the World Bank. Having worked in education development projects in over 25 countries of Latin America, 
Central Asia and Eastern Europe, he is currently responsible for the Bank´s education portfolio in Jordan and 
Lebanon and manages the Arab Regional Agenda for Improving Education Quality (ARAIEQ). Before joining 
the Bank in 2002, he was Associate Professor of Education at the Universidad Nacional de Educacion a 
Distancia (UNED) in Spain. From 1999 to 2002, he served as Vice-Rector of International Relations of UNED 
and as the Secretary General of the Ibero-American Association of Higher Distance Education (AIESAD). Dr. 
Moreno has been a visiting scholar at SUNY Buffalo (USA), and at the University of Niejmegen (The 
Netherlands). He also served as consultant and evaluator for the European Commission and UNESCO. Dr. 
Moreno co-authored (with Ernesto Cuadra) the first World Bank policy report on Secondary Education 
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entitled Expanding Opportunities and Building Competencies for Young People: A New Agenda for 
Secondary Education (2005). He has also published eight books and nearly 100 journal articles and book 
chapters in the fields of curriculum development, education reform and school improvement, and teacher 
professional development. 

E-mail: jmoreno@worldbank.org  

Dr. Orhon Myadar 

Assistance Professor, School of Geography and Development at the University of Arizona 

As a political geographer, Dr. Myadar studies geographical implications of politics at various scales. She is 
especially interested in questions of power, ideology, mobility, and identity within the context of shifting 
political landscapes. She studies how borders of belonging or exclusion shift as political regimes change and 
how these fluid borders shape everyday struggles of underserved and marginalized individuals and 
communities. Within this conceptual framework, Dr. Myadar studies expressions of national identity through 
symbolic landscapes, counter-narratives, and acts of resistance. Dr. Myadar’s current research examines 
forced mobility in the context of political turmoil. She is particularly interested in the ways narratives are 
told by, for, and about persons who have been forced to move and how these narratives shape the 
production and dissemination of knowledge about these persons. As a part of her research, she has received 
several grants to work with refugees in Tucson, AZ. As a scholar of Eurasian studies, Dr. Myadar’s work has 
appeared in the Annals of Association of Geographers, Inner Asia, Eurasian Economics and Geography and 
the Nationalities Papers.  

E-mail:  orhon@email.arizona.edu  

Dr. Stefanie Kendall  

Regional Education Officer, Middle East Regional Platform, USAID  

Dr. Stefanie Kendall has over 20 years of experience in education as a teacher, researcher, and development 
professional. As a specialist in education reform in conflict and post-conflict contexts, she conducted 
research and/or designed programs in Turkey, Northern Ireland, Israel, Pakistan, Haiti, Iraq, Jordan, 
Morocco, and Egypt. Beyond dedication to school access, teacher excellence, and child welfare, Dr. Kendall 
is interested in the ways that donors and the private sector can swiftly and effectively meet development 
challenges with an eye towards sustainability. She has a Ph.D. in Teaching and Learning in Post-Conflict from 
Michigan State University that focused on integrated education, teacher practice, and policy development in 
contexts transitioning from conflict to stability. 

Dr. Janssen Teixeria 

Senior Education Specialist, World Bank’s Education Global Practice, World Bank 

Dr. Janssen Teixeira is a Senior Education Specialist at the World Bank’s Education Global Practice. He has 
worked on system-wide education reform issues with particular emphasis on early childhood care and 
education, basic education. and lifelong learning. Recently, he has been carrying out analytical work in the 
areas of early school leaving, lifelong learning, vocational education and training, and education 
infrastructure in countries in Europe and Central Asia. He has provided analytical and operational support to 
Governments in Latin America, Europe, and Asia, including Bolivia, Guyana, Brazil, Bulgaria, Romania, Serbia, 
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Montenegro, Kosovo, Moldova, Turkey, Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, Tajikistan and East Timor over the past 18 
years. Dr. Teixeira holds a Ph.D. in Education policy and a master’s degree in Business Administration. 

VIRGINIA TECH PARTICIPANTS 

Abdelaziz Alsharawy 

Ph.D. Candidate, Department of Economics, Virginia Tech 

Abdelaziz Alsharawy is a Ph.D. candidate in the Economics Department at Virginia Tech. His research 
interests include neuroeconomics, behavioral and experimental economics, and development economics. 
He is a member of the Virginia Tech Economics Laboratory, and he is currently studying the relationship 
between monetary incentives and risk-taking preferences by examining measures of physiology and 
attention. Also, he is interested in applying behavioral economics’ concepts like the study of nudges, time 
inconsistency, risk aversion and peer effects as they relate to tackling development issues. He holds a 
master’s degree in Economics from Virginia Tech (2017) and a bachelor’s degree in Economics and finance 
from Saint Anselm College (2016). 

E-mail: sharawy@vt.edu 

Dr. Tom Archibald 

Assistant Professor and Extension Specialist in the Department of Agricultural, Leadership, and Community 
Education, Virginia Tech 

Dr. Thomas Archibald is an Assistant Professor and Extension Specialist in the Department of Agricultural, 
Leadership, and Community Education at Virginia Tech, where he is also the Director of the Feed the Future 
Senegal Youth in Agriculture project. His research and practice focus primarily on evaluation capacity 
building, evaluative thinking, youth development, and community development. He is a winner of the 2017 
Marcia Guttentag Promising New Evaluator Award (from the American Evaluation Association), serves on the 
Board of the Eastern Evaluation Research Society, and is an Associate Editor of the journal Evaluation and 
Program Planning.  

E-mail: tgarch@vt.edu 

Joshua Anderson 

Business Development Director, Center for International Research, Education, and Development, Virginia Tech  

Joshua Anderson is currently serving as Business Development Director at Virginia Tech’s Center for 
International Research, Education, and Development (CIRED). Prior to joining CIRED, Joshua worked as grant 
acquisition team manager at World Vision Philippines in Manila. In this role, he led a team that focused on 
acquiring grants from international institutional donors such as the U.S. Agency for International 
Development, European Union, and Gates Foundation. In his role as Business Development Director, Joshua 
manages all steps of project acquisition from the initial identification stages through proposal preparation 
and final award.  

E-mail: joshuaanderson@vt.edu 
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Dr. James R. Bohland 

Emeritus Professor, School of Public and International Affairs, Virginia Tech  

Dr. James Bohland joined the faculty in Urban Affairs and Planning at Virginia Tech in 1980 and retired as a 
full professor at Virginia Tech in August of 2018. Upon retirement he was appointed emeritus professor for 
the School of Public and International Affairs. During his tenure at Virginia Tech, he chaired the Urban Affairs 
and Planning program, was the founding director of the School of Public and International Affairs; Senior 
Fellow for Biomedical, Bioengineering and Health; Director of the Institute for Community Health; interim 
provost for a year; Vice-President and Executive Director for the University’s National Capital Region 
Operations; and Senior Research Leader for the Global Forum and Urban and Regional Resilience.  Bohland 
has a Ph.D. and M.A. in Geography, both from the University of Georgia, and a B.A. in History from Western 
Michigan University. 

During his tenure, he assisted in the creation of the joint bioengineering program with Wake Forest, served 
as Senior Fellow on Population at the Bio-Complexity Institute, and helped create The Institute for Society, 
Culture and Environment, the Arlington Research Institute, and the Global Forum for Urban and Regional 
Resilience.  As Vice-President for the National Capital Region he led the efforts with the entire senior 
administrative team at the university to develop and to implement new strategic directions for the university 
in the National Capital Region and to coordinate services and program initiatives across Virginia Tech’s six 
sites in the region.   

Bohland has been a member of the Association of American Geographers, American Public Health 
Association, the Regional Science Association, and the Urban Affairs Association.  He has published over 80 
articles, books, and technical reports in several areas, including health policy and planning, social aspects of 
information technology, and population and migration. He started a private consulting firm, Health Systems 
Analysis, and served as its president for five years.  His consulting includes extensive work with community 
organizations in the social services and health fields. He was co-principal investigator of a large NCI grant on 
cancer prevention in Appalachia. His most recent publications include: The Resilience Machine (with Jennifer 
Lawrence and Simon Davoudi, eds.) Routledge, 2018 and The Disaster Resiliency Challenge: Transforming 
Theory to Action (with Jack Harrald and Deborah Brosnan, eds),  Charles Thomas Publishing, 2018.  Currently 
he has writing commitments for three chapters in the new Oxford Press Handbook on Risk and Resilience.   

E-mail: jayjon@vt.edu  

Dr. Jorge Iván Bula Escobar 

Associate Professor, School of Economics, Universidad Nacional de Colombia 

Dr. Jorge Bula Escobar is currently an Associate Professor at the School of Economics of the Faculty of 
Economic Sciences of the National University of Colombia. His academic training, research performance, and 
professional experience have given him in-depth understanding of the levels of contemporary problems 
related to development and active influence over the construction and strengthening of institutions whose 
objective is precisely to promote economic, political and social development.  

He is an economist from the Externado de Colombia University (1981), with specialization and master's 
degrees in Sociology at the Catholic University of Louvain, Belgium (1986-1988), and in Economic 
Development at the University of Manchester, Great Britain (1990-1992). ), and a Ph.D. in Sociology from the 
Catholic University of Leuven (1994). 
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He has held positions in the national and international public sector as General Vice-rector of the National 
University of Colombia; Dean of the Faculty of Economic Sciences of the National University of Colombia; 
Head of the National Planning Office of the National University of Colombia and Academic Coordinator of 
the Doctorate in Economic Sciences of the National University of Colombia. He served as Public Policy Officer 
in UNICEF, Area office for Colombia and Venezuela. In addition, he was the Manager of the Development 
Fund for Higher Education (FODESEP) and Head of the Foreign Trade Office of the former Ministry of 
Economic Development. 

He has been a professor of the Ph.D. program in Social Sciences, Children and Youth offered jointly by the 
University of Manizales and the International Center for Education and Human Development -CINDE-. Other 
positions Dr. Bula Escobar holds include: Visiting Professor of the Specialization in Methods of Demographic 
Analysis in the Faculty of Social Sciences of Externado University of Colombia; Lecturer at the School of 
Finance, Government and International Relations of the Universidad Externado de Colombia; Visiting 
professor at Manchester University, Indiana, United States, with the Scholar-in-residence scholarship from 
the Fulbright Commission; Visiting Professor at the Faculty of Economic Sciences of the National University 
of Córdoba, Argentina; and Tutor at the Research Center of the Faculty of Economics of the Universidad del 
Rosario in Bogotá. He has been awarded the Fulbright scholarship as a visiting professor and the Taiwan 
Fellowship as a resident researcher. 

E-mail: jibulae@unal.edu.co 

Dr. Maria Elisa Christie 

Director of Women and Gender in International Development, (Center for International Research, Education, 
and Development) CIRED, Virginia Tech 

Dr. Maria Elisa Christie serves as Director of Women and Gender in International Development (WGD) at 
CIRED of Virginia Tech. Her primary role is to provide leadership within CIRED to ensure that all projects and 
programs are gender-sensitive and will have a positive effect on the most disadvantaged beneficiaries, many 
of whom are women. This includes carrying out research and facilitating workshops on gender and 
participatory research with partners around the world. She advises Virginia Tech graduate students and 
guides students from other countries working on gender and development. She also contributes to raising 
awareness of gender and international development among the Virginia Tech community through teaching a 
course on that topic, organizing a monthly discussion series, and this year, holding the first WGD conference. 

E-mail: mechristie@vt.edu 

Dr. Van Crowder 

Executive Director, Center for International Research, Education, and Development (CIRED), Professor in the 
Department of Agricultural, Leadership, and Community Education, Virginia Tech 

Dr. Van Crowder is the Executive Director of CIRED at Virginia Tech. He is also a Professor in the Virginia Tech 
Department of Agricultural, Leadership, and Community Education. Dr. Crowder has more than 30 years of 
experience managing and implementing international development projects and programs addressing a 
wide range of topics – agriculture, food security, health and nutrition, natural resources management, 
research and extension strengthening, and community development, among others.  Before joining Virginia 
Tech, he was Senior Director, Education, Health, and Community Development, at the Millennium Challenge 
Corporation (MCC).  In this capacity, he managed a large portfolio of projects including in Mongolia, the 
Republic of Georgia, El Salvador, the Philippines, Morocco, and Namibia. He has worked for the U.S. Agency 
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for International Development (USAID), the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA), 
and the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO).  At FAO he held various positions, 
including Senior Officer, Research and Extension Division, and FAO Country Representative in Nicaragua.  His 
Ph.D. is from Cornell University in Extension, Adult, and Continuing Education.  

 E-mail: vcrowder@vt.edu 

Dr. Jim Egenrieder 

Engineering Education Research Faculty and Director, Qualcomm® Thinkabit Lab™, Virginia Tech  

Dr. Jim Egenrieder has a background in biological field research and applied technology, with more than a 
decade of agricultural and environmental policy experience on Capitol Hill and with federal and state 
agencies. He was President and Agriculture Student Council representative for the Penn State Chapter of the 
Wildlife Society while completing a degree in Wildlife and Fisheries Science in 1986. In 1997 he began a 
master’s degree program in Science and Math Education at Virginia Tech, which he later ran while beginning 
a doctoral program in science education and STEM education program evaluation. He taught in Fairfax and 
Arlington schools and has been recognized at the state and national level for integrative strategies in Biology 
and Life Sciences that connect students to real-world issues through advancing student autonomy (voice and 
choice) in project-based learning. He was the first to formally integrate Virginia secondary science and 
technical courses, and among the country’s first Google-certified educators. He is also a SCUBA and mixed-
gas diving instructor of 23 specialty courses, with certifications including underwater naturalist, underwater 
mapping and recovery, and marine animal rescue.  

Egenrieder developed an integrated field course in Watershed Science, Education, and Leadership for the 
College of Natural Resources and the School of Education and teaches Education Technology and STEM 
Education at other regional universities. He is cooperatively employed by local and state agencies to 
coordinate STEM education outreach, strategies, research and evaluation, and helped develop the NIA 
Center for Integrative STEM Education. Egenrieder chairs the Arlington Chamber Education and Workforce 
Committee and the Northern Virginia Technology Council Education and Workforce Committee and is a 
Fellow and President-Emeritus of the Washington Academy of Sciences, where he also serves on the Journal 
Board of Editors. 

E-mail: JimE@vt.edu 

Jim Foreman 

Associate Director for Finance and Administration, Center for International Research, Education, and 
Development (CIRED), Virginia Tech 

Jim Foreman is the Associate Director for Finance and Administration at CIRED at Virginia Tech. Jim supports 
CIRED’s human resources activities and proposal budgeting and provides grant accounting and 
administration oversight. Jim was involved in establishing and providing oversight to CIRED’s finance and 
administration support for the $28 Million ERA Senegal Program Management Unit. Jim has been involved in 
finance and administrative capacity development of international partners in Nepal, South Sudan, and 
Senegal. Jim has a B.S. in Accounting from The Ohio State University and an M.B.A. in Finance from The Ohio 
State University. 

E-mail: foremanj@vt.edu 

mailto:vcrowder@vt.edu
mailto:JimE@vt.edu
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Dr. Guru Ghosh 

Vice President for Outreach and International Affairs, Virginia Tech 

Dr. Guru Ghosh is the Vice President for Outreach and International Affairs (OIA) at Virginia Tech. The Vice 
President is responsible for providing strategic leadership and oversight on statewide and global 
engagement initiatives. He earned his Ph.D. from the College of William and Mary in Educational Policy, 
Planning and Leadership. His research focuses on education in the colonial world and on British secret-
service operations in South Asia during World War II. Some of his many responsibilities include: leading the 
university’s efforts to be fully engaged with society in the U.S. and around the world, facilitating the 
exchange of knowledge that benefits both the university and society, working with communities to address 
local-and global-economic development needs, helping faculty disseminate research results and assisting 
communities, business, nonprofit and non-governmental organizations, and governments in working with 
faculty to solve real-world societal, natural resource, and other problems through research, and 
spearheading implementation of the university’s International Strategic Plan.  

Dr. Ralph Hall 

Associate Professor, Director of Undergraduate Programs, Urban Affairs and Planning, School of Public and 
International Affairs, Virginia Tech 

Dr. Ralph Hall is an Associate Professor in the Urban Affairs and Planning (UAP) program at Virginia Tech and 
is the Director of the Undergraduate Program in the School of Public and International Affairs (SPIA). He has 
two decades of academic and professional experience in applying the concept of sustainable development 
to infrastructure systems with a specific emphasis on transportation systems in developed regions, and rural 
water supply and sanitation systems in developing regions. Ralph has co-led two major research projects 
that studied the emerging concept of multiple-use water services in Colombia, Senegal, and Kenya for the 
World Bank’s Water and Sanitation Program, and evaluated a rural water program in Nampula, Mozambique 
for the U.S. Millennium Challenge Corporation. Ralph has also published two significant co-authored works 
on “Sustainable Transportation: Indicators, Frameworks, and Performance Management” (2015) and 
“Technology, Globalization, and Sustainable Development: Transforming the Industrial State” (2018). 

E-mail: rphall@vt.edu 

Dr. Amr Hilal 

Assistant Professor, Head of the Informatics Lab and Data Services Project Coordinator, University Libraries, 
Virginia Tech 

Dr. Amr Hilal graduated from the Bradley Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering in 2013 with a 
Ph.D. degree in Computer Engineering. During his Ph.D., he worked at different teams at Google and 
Microsoft as a Software Engineering Intern. After graduation, he worked as a senior Software Engineer at 
Heyo, a social media-marketing platform. Dr. Amr currently serves as Head of the Informatics Lab and Data 
Services Project Coordinator in the University Library. With his team, they provide consultation services in 
data-related issues across disciplines to the research community in Virginia Tech as well as the larger 
surrounding community. Dr. Amr also conducts research in Wireless Networks and Internet of Things. 

E-mail: hilal@vt.edu 
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Dr. Luke Juran 

Associate Professor of Geography in the Department of Geography and Associate Professor of the Human 
Ecology of Water in the Virginia Water Resources Research Center at Virginia Tech 

Dr. Luke Juran’s research focuses on water and sanitation in India at the community level, and he examines 
the reconstruction of water and sanitation systems after disasters.  In addition to India, Juran has conducted 
and supervised research in Bangladesh, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Tanzania, Mexico, Costa Rica, and the 
Maldives. Juran’s research has been funded by agencies such as the National Aeronautical Space 
Administration (NASA), U.S. Department of State, Fulbright, Rotary International, and the Center for Global 
and Regional Environmental Research.  More on Juran can be found at: 
https://hydrohazards.wixsite.com/hydro-hazards 

E-mail: ljuran@vt.edu  

Dr. Roop Mahajan 

Lewis E. Hester Chair Professor of Mechanical Engineering and Global Ambassador for the Institute for Critcal 
Technology and Applied Science (ICTAS), Virginia Tech 

Dr. Roop Mahajan has more than 4 decades of experience working as an interdisciplinary scientest within both 
the private and educational sectors. Dr. Mahajan received his Ph.D. in Mechanical Engineering from Cornell 
University, and his B.S. and M.S. from Punjab Engineering College, Chandigarh, India. Dr. Mahajan spent 15 
years working at AT&T Bell Laboratories as both Member Technical Staff and Bell Labs Fellow. Following his 
stint at AT&T, Dr. Mahajan spent 15 years at the University of Colorado-Boulder where he served in the roles 
of Professor of Mechanical Engineering, Director of an NSF Industry University Cooperative Center, and 
Interim Dean for the College of Engineering. Dr. Mahajan has been at Virginia Tech since 2006 where he served 
as the first permanent Executive Driectof of ICTAS. Dr. Mahajan stepped down from the Executive Director 
postion and now serves as Global Ambassador for ICTAS.  

E-mail: mahajanr@vt.edu 

Dr. Andy Muelenaer 

Associate Professor of Pediatrics, Virginia Tech Carilion School of Medicine; Section Chief, Pediatric Pulmonology 
and Allergy; President and Chief Medical Officer, Pediatric Medical Device Institute, Virginia Tech 

Dr. Andre A. Muelenaer, Jr., M.S., M.D., remains active in a medical career that now spans 36 years, 
including 27 years of active and reserve duty in the Army Medical Corps. He is a graduate of Virginia Tech, 
with a B.S. in Biology and M.S. in Zoology. He received his medical degree from the Eastern Virginia Medical 
School. His general pediatric training was completed at William Beaumont Army Medical Center, and 
Pediatric Pulmonology Fellowship at the University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill. He holds academic 
appointments at the Virginia Tech Carilion School of Medicine, Virginia Tech-Wake Forest University School 
of Biomedical Engineering and Science, and the University of Virginia. He is board certified in pediatrics and 
pediatric pulmonology. He has held leadership positions as division chief of pediatric 
pulmonology/gastroenterology at Duke University, and division chief of pediatric pulmonology/allergy at 
Carilion Clinic Children’s Hospital. 
E-mail: andrem1@vt.edu 

https://hydrohazards.wixsite.com/hydro-hazards
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Dr. Penny Muelenaer 

Assistant Professor of Pediatrics, Virginia Tech Carilion School of Medicine, Visiting Associate Professor, 
Pediatrics/Child Health, Busitema University, Uganda 

Dr. Penny Muelenaer has served 27 years combined on active and reserve duty as a U.S. Army Medical Corps 
physician. She has extensive experience in HIV care and global health. Dr. Muelenaer founded the pediatric 
infectious disease and international adoption clinic at the Carilion Clinic Children’s Hospital. In early 2004, 
she was called upon by CitiHope International to assist in a needs assessment of HIV care of infants and 
children in north Malawi, while also determining the logistics of distribution of nutritional products provided 
by USAID Food for Peace during a drought. Later in 2004, Dr. Muelenaer returned to Malawi to teach 
HIV/AIDS care to healthcare workers at Mzuzu Central Hospital and surrounding referring hospitals. 

Dr. Muelenaer has participated in public health education exchange programs between Malawi, Zambia, and 
Morocco, conducted community based participatory research in household water treatment, accompanied 
25 students from the Via College of Osteopathic Medicine to the Dominican Republic to oversee outreach 
clinics, and facilitated access to central and rural hospitals, public health activities, agricultural projects, 
nutritional programs, and other opportunities in Malawi among other projects she has taken on in her 
career as a health professional. 

E-mail: pmuelenaer@cox.net 

Dr. Joel Peters 

Director of the School of Public and International Affairs and Chair of Government and International Affairs 
Program, Virginia Tech 

Dr. Joel Peters is Chair of Government and International Affairs Program at Virginia Tech specializing in the 
field of global security and conflict resolution. Joel’s research interests and publications cover Israeli politics 
and foreign policy, the Arab-Israeli peace process, regional cooperation in the Middle East and Europe’s 
relations in the Middle East and the Mediterranean. He is the author of four books on Israeli foreign policy – 
Uneasy Neighbors: Israel and the European Union and Israel and Israel and Africa, The Problematic 
Friendship, Pathways to Peace: The Multilateral Arab-Israel Peace Talks – and is the lead editor of 
the Routledge Handbook on the Israel-Palestine Conflict. He is currently completing a new book on 
contemporary Israeli foreign policy since the end of the Cold War and editing a book on contemporary Israeli 
politics and society. He is also the co-editor of a book series on Europe and the World published by 
Lexington Books.  

For the past twenty-five years, Dr. Peters has been an active participant in various informal, track II meetings 
between Israelis and Palestinians on issues ranging from Jerusalem, refugees, borders, economic 
development and regional security. He has lectured widely at universities throughout Europe and the United 
States on Israeli politics and the Arab-Israeli peace process and is regularly consulted by the international 
media. Joel Peters is also a research fellow at the Center for the Study of European Politics and Society 
(CSEPS) and is an affiliate professor in the Department of Politics and Government at Ben Gurion University 
of the Negev Israel, and a Policy Fellow at Mitvim the Israeli Institute for Regional Foreign Policies. He has 
also served as a research fellow in the Middle East Program at the Chatham House, London. He received his 
doctorate in International Relations from St. Antony’s College, University of Oxford, UK. 

E-mail: peters25@vt.edu 

mailto:pmuelenaer@cox.net
https://www.amazon.com/Uneasy-Neighbors-Israel-European-Union/dp/0739127551
http://www.routledge.com/books/details/9780415778626/
http://www.mitvim.org.il/en/
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Dr. Max Stephenson 

Professor of Public and International Affairs, Director of the Institute for Policy and Governance, School of 
Public and International Affairs, Virginia Tech 

Dr. Max Stephenson, Jr. currently serves as Professor of Public and International Affairs and the Director of 
the Institute for Policy and Governance at Virginia Tech. He is also a Visiting Professor-Governance, at Dalian 
University of Technology, 2018-2021. His current research and teaching interests include leadership and 
democratic politics, arts and community change processes, NGO’s and International development, and 
peacebuilding and humanitarian relief.  He is the author or editor of several books and more than 60 
refereed articles and book chapters.  Stephenson earned his bachelor’s (1977), master’s (1979) and doctoral 
(1985) degrees from the University of Virginia. 

E-mail: mstephen@vt.edu 

Ashley Taylor 

Director, Pathways for Future Engineers, Center for Enhancement of Engineering Diversity (CEED), Department 
of Engineering Education, Virginia Tech 

Ashley received her bachelor's degree in Mechanical Engineering from Virginia Tech in 2014. She completed 
her M.Sc. in Mechanical Engineering and Master of Public Health (concentration Health Education) in 2016. 
She is currently pursuing her doctoral degree in Engineering Education. With training in mechanical 
engineering education and public health, Ashley is passionate about the intersection of engineering 
education and public good, sometimes referred to as engineering for development. Through CEED, Ashley 
has worked extensively with programs to support women in engineering and other underrepresented 
groups at the pre-college and college levels. Before teaching in the classroom environment and working with 
CEED programs, Ashley’s primary engineering experience was as a design engineer for medical devices for 
low resource settings. Throughout her graduate education, Ashley worked closely with hospitals and 
universities throughout Malawi on addressing access issues to medical equipment. 

E-mail: ashleyt1@vt.edu 

Dr. Larry Vaughan 

Director for Program Development, Center for International Research, Education, and Development (CIRED), 
Virginia Tech 

Dr. Vaughan is an entomologist specializing in biological pest control and integrated pest management 
(IPM). His research experience has focused on the behavioral and physiological aspects of insect ecology. 
Prior to coming to Virginia Tech, Dr. Vaughan worked for two years as a forestry extension agent in Senegal 
as a Peace Corps volunteer. He served as an IPM trainer for Virginia Tech’s USAID-funded project in Ukraine 
and as project coordinator for Virginia Tech’s USAID-funded effort to promote biological control methods 
against grasshoppers and locusts in Sub-Saharan Africa. 

E-mail: larryjv@vt.edu 

mailto:mstephen@vt.edu
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Dr. Don Back 

Director, Language and Culture Institute, and Senior Fellow, Institute for Policy and Governance 

Dr. Donald Back is the Director of the Virginia Tech Language and Culture Institute and senior fellow at 
the Institute for Policy and Governance. A professional in the field of international education for over 30 
years, Dr. Back has extensive management experience in international programs and partnerships, grants 
and contracts, project administration, strategic planning, financial oversight, and continuous quality 
assessment. His responsibilities include delivery and assessment of the institute’s programs, courses, and 
services throughout the United States and abroad. He is responsible for creating reciprocal public and 
private partnerships that reinforce the institute’s position as a leader in global engagement and Virginia 
Tech’s position as a world-class research institution. He represents the university’s endeavors in language 
and cross-cultural training both on and off campus, and he works to strengthen sponsorships, enhance 
revenue, and improve the institute’s visibility. Under Back’s leadership, the institute has engaged in capacity-
building projects in such diverse countries as Iraq, Saudi Arabia, Haiti, Chile, Senegal, Malaysia, Tanzania, and 
China. He has served as a consultant to universities in Iraqi Kurdistan for IREX and the Iraqi Ministry of Higher 
Education and Scientific Research. He has taught and presented on financing higher education in developing 
contexts, internationalization in higher education, civic leadership, higher-education leadership, and the 
question of Kurdish independence. 

Email: dback@vt.edu 

CONFERENCE PLANNING COMMITTEE 

Patricia Parera 

Associate Director for Partnerships, Language and Culture Institute, Outreach and International Affairs 

Patricia Parera is the academic director for the Friends of Fulbright Argentina Undergraduate Exchange 
Program and leads the Secretariat for the U.S.-Jordan University Cooperation Network (UCN). Prior to joining 
Virginia Tech, she worked as a Senior Operations Officer and Social Development specialist for the World 
Bank in Nicaragua and in Washington, D.C.  She was also a Policy Officer for the Food and Agricultural 
Organization (FAO) of the United Nations and the International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) in 
Rome, Italy. She has coordinated and published several flagship publications and socio-economic studies on 
sustainable development and poverty alleviation. She develops new business relationships, partnerships, 
and programs as part of Virginia Tech’s internationalization efforts. Parera brings over 20 years of 
experience in program identification, design, and implementation. She currently teaches International 
Sustainable Development with the Pamplin’s School of Business student abroad program in Lugano, 
Switzerland. Patricia holds a M.Sc. in Foreign Service and Development Economics from Georgetown 
University. She was born and raised in Argentina.  

E-mail: patric7@vt.edu  
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Dr. Georgeta Pourchot 

Coordinator, VT International Refugee Project and Associate Director for Recruitment, School of Public and 
International Affairs, Virginia Tech 

Dr. Georgeta Pourchot’s path was laid during her formative years in communist Romania, where she was 
born. Having witnessed lack of freedom, social injustice, and government oppression, she developed a keen 
desire to study governments and how they work. Following the revolutions of 1989 and the end of the Cold 
War, Dr. Pourchot became a founding member of the Romanian Green Party and was elected to the House 
of Deputees in the first free elections of May 1990. Her master’s thesis focused on an analysis of the media 
discourse developed in Romania between the end of the Cold War and the first free elections of 1990. Her 
doctoral thesis focused on identifying a measurement mechanism to gauge the level of representative 
democracy in the countries of Central and Eastern Europe. Her first job in the U.S. was working at the Center 
for Strategic and International Studies. She returned to academia at Virginia Tech, teaching and developing 
courses about the democratization of Eastern Europe and the aftermath of the Iraq war. More recently, she 
studies the theoretical framework of analysis of the English School of international relations. Her current 
research focus is on Russia and Central Asia, American foreign policy, and the international refugee crisis. 

E-mail: georgeta@vt.edu 

Dr. Khaled Hassouna 

Associate Director for Middle East and North Africa Initiatives and Associate Director for Curricula 
Development, Center for International Research, Education, and Development (CIRED), Virginia Tech 

Dr. Khaled Hassouna currently serves as the Associate Director for Middle East and North Africa Initiatives 
and the Associate Director for Curricula Development at Virginia Tech’s Center for International Research, 
Education, and Development. Dr. Hassouna earned his B.S. in Civil Engineering from Alexandria University 
(Egypt), and both his M.Sc. in Forestry and Ph.D. in Environmental Design & Planning at Virginia Tech. Dr. 
Hassouna’s expertise includes increasing communication and understanding between diverse groups of 
people, environmental education, community development, sustainable environmental development, and 
cross-cultural development. Dr. Hassouna has facilitated working groups from universities, NGO’s, and 
consultant firms across the Middle East, U.S. and around the world. Dr. Hassouna has experience working in 
Egypt, Morocco, Ethiopia, South Sudan, Yemen, Jordan, Oman, India, Kyrgyzstan, and Kazakhstan.  

E-mail: hassouna@vt.edu 

Jessica Agnew 

AAUW International Doctoral Fellow, PhD Candidate, School of Public and International Affairs, Graduate 
Assistant, Center for International Research, Education, and Development (CIRED), Virginia Tech 

Jessica Agnew, M.Sc., is a Ph.D. candidate in the School of Public and International Affairs (SPIA), as well as a 
Master of Public Health candidate in the College of Veterinary Medicine at Virginia Tech. Her research 
focuses on private sector approaches to address malnutrition in low and middle-income countries. She 
earned her B.A., and M.Sc. in Food, Agriculture, and Resource Economics from the University of Guelph, in 
Ontario, Canada.  Agnew is a Graduate Assistant in the Center of International Research, Education, and 
Development and Women and Gender in International Development. In 2018, she was awarded the AAUW 

mailto:georgeta@vt.edu
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International Doctoral Fellowship.  Jessica will be completing her dissertation field work in Mozambique in 
July and August of 2019. She has previously conducted field work in Kenya and Bangladesh, working with 
businesses that are selling nutritious foods to low-income populations, and in the Dominican Republic, 
working on issues related to community health. 

E-mail: jlagnew@vt.edu 

Ben Sanders 

Program Coordinator, Language and Culture Institute, Virginia Tech 

Ben Sanders is an undergraduate etudent studying Political Science and National Security Studies at Virginia 
Tech. He is also an Army ROTC Cadet and plans to commission in the spring of 2020. Sanders has been 
selected to participate on a research team for the Virginia Tech-State Department Diplomacy Lab in fall 
2019. Ben participated in the Linking Lives: Creating Sustainable Social Change study abroad program hosted 
out of the Pamplin College of Business in fall 2018. As a part of the program, he spent a month in Ethiopia 
working with an NGO in schools teaching primary school age children English, science, and math skills. 
Sanders has worked with numerous nonprofit organizations within his local community for several years to 
better children’s access to safe communities through sports.  

E-mail: hokies98@vt.edu 

Dr. Siddhartha Roy 

Postdoctoral Research Associate, Civil and Environmental Engineering, Virginia Tech 

Siddhartha Roy is an Environmental Engineer and Postdoctoral Research Associate at Virginia Tech who 
works at the nexus of drinking water, public health, and environmental justice. He and his team’s 
collaborative work with residents of Flint, Michigan in uncovering the Flint Water Crisis has been discussed in 
hundreds of news reports, including The New York Times, BBC World Service, and the PBS NOVA 
documentary “Poisoned Water.” Dr. Roy's current assignments, with mentor Dr. Marc Edwards, include 
supervising water quality investigations in underserved communities and post-industrial cities across the 
U.S., conducting research on citizen science, plumbing corrosion, blood lead modeling and engineering 
ethics, and producing documentaries and podcasts to enhance public understanding of science. He received 
a master’s and Ph.D. degree in Environmental Engineering and Civil Engineering from Virginia Tech where he 
studied corrosion failures in drinking water infrastructure, served as the Student Leader for the Flint 
research team, and was the 2017 Graduate Student of the Year. Dr. Roy's TED talk “Science in service to the 
public good” has been viewed over a million times worldwide, and, in 2019, the American Society of Civil 
Engineers recognized him as one of their Ten New Faces of Civil Engineering Professionals across America. 

E-mail: sidroy@vt.edu 
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